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1.0 Purpose 

1.1 The purpose of this procedure is to establish clear guidelines for operating the Cutters Edge Chain Saw(s). 
 
 

2.0 Responsibility 

2.1 It is the responsibility of all Department personnel to understand the procedures documented in this Standard 
Operating Guideline. 

 
 

3.0 Stopping the Saw 

3.1     Before starting the saw, you should know how to stop it. The Cutters Edge Fire/Rescue Saw is equipped with a 
momentary contact switch that is always in the “on” position. To stop the saw, push the momentary contact 
switch to the right. This stops the saw’s motor. When released, the switch will snap back to the “on” position 
automatically. 

 
 

4.0 Starting the Saw 

4.1 To start the saw, place it on the ground. 

4.1.1 Do not start the saw with the chain brake engaged. Be sure the chain brake is disengaged by pulling 
back the brake handle until it contacts the front of the full wrap handle. 

4.2 Grip the top handle firmly and step on the outer edge of the back handle. 

4.3 Cold Start: 

4.3.1 Pull out the choke knob (the saw should be stored with choke knob in the out position). This 
automatically locks the throttle trigger and the carburetor into their optimum positions for starting. If 
you do not touch the throttle during starting, there is no possibility of flooding. 

4.3.2 Grasp the starter handle and pull sharply upward a few times until the engine catches. 

4.3.3 Push in the choke. 

4.3.4 Pull the handle again. The engine will start. 

4.3.5 Quickly squeeze and release the trigger to set the idle. 

4.4 Warm Start: The engine is still warm from previous use: 

4.4.1 Pull starter rope until saw starts. 

4.4.1.1   Note: You must depress the safety lock on top of the handle to be able to pull the trigger. The 
trigger cannot be pulled without depressing this safety lock. 

4.5 You may stop the saw with the momentary contact switch. 
 
 

5.0            Inspection Cut 

5.1 On the roof, first make an inspection cut and then set the chain brake. Determine the thickness of your roofing 
materials. Try to keep the saw at ninety degrees to the rafter, feeling for and rolling the rafter. 

5.2 After visually determining the thickness of the roofing materials and then release the chain brake and make 
your ventilation cuts. 
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6.0 Reference 

6.1   Highland Park Fire Department 

6.2    Cutters Edge Chain Saw Operating Manual 
 

 

 

Approved: Fire Chief 
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